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Pennsylvania to Provide Water to Township, Seek Recovery From Gas Drilling Company 

Things are hopping out your way, eh? Region 8 is embroiled in a similar issue now in Pavillion, WY- Bernadette Rappold 
from HQ has now become involved in that too. 

Drinking Water 

PHILADELPHIA-The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) will proceed with an $11.8 million 
plan to extend a public water line to replace private water wells in northeastern Pennsylvania's Dimock Township that 
are contaminated with methane, Environmental Secretary John Hanger said Sept. 30. 
Hanger said the DEP will seek to recover the cost of the project from Houston-based Cabot Oil & Gas Corp., claiming 
the company's nearby natural gas wells were improperly constructed, allowing methane to migrate into local water 
supplies. 
Cabot denies that its gas wells are responsible for the contamination. In a Sept. 28 letter to Hanger, the company said 
it has provided the DEP with "overwhelming and conclusive proof that methane gas existed in groundwater and water 
wells in the area around Dimock and Springville townships long before Cabot began drilling in the area." 
Hanger told BNA that DEP will sue Cabot if necessary to compel the company to reimburse the state for costs 
associated with construction of a new 5.5-mile water main from Pennsylvania American Water Co.'s Lake Montrose 
water treatment plant to Dimock. 
The water company will install pressure regulating stations and a new treatment facility as well as seven miles of 
distribution line to provide water service to 18 homes, some of which have been unable to use their water wells for 
two years. 
"The residents of Dimock have waited long enough for Cabot to provide a permanent solution to the gas migration 
issues that have plagued this community's water supplies," Hanger said in a statement. 
Methane-Tainted Water Wells 
Gas migration problems in Dimock first became evident when a private water well exploded on Jan. 1, 2009, according 
to the DEP. The agency said its investigation revealed that methane from a shallow formation had been disturbed and 
migrated through poorly constructed wells Cabot built while drilling into the much deeper Marcellus Shale formation. 
A November 2009 consent order and agreement with DEP required Cabot to submit to the department by March 31, 
2010, plans to fix defective cement and well casings on certain gas wells, restore or replace tainted water supplies 
permanently, and prevent unpermitted natural gas discharges into groundwater [)E:II\l 
In April 2010, the DEP ordered the company to plug three operating natural gas wells in Dimock Township, take 
remedial action on a fourth well to address gas migration into 14 water wells, and install permanent treatment 
systems in 14 homes within 30 days [)E:II\l 
DEP recently identified four more homes with contaminated wells. 
Company Challenges Basis for Actions 
Cabot said in its Sept. 28 letter to Hanger that it signed the April consent order "under extraordinary duress," 
although it did not agree with the admissions it contained, and advised the DEP at that time that a scientific 
investigation was required to determine the extent to which Cabot's operations were responsible for the methane 
contamination. 
Since then, the company said, it has spent $8.3 million on good-faith efforts to address a variety of issues raised by 
the DEP and Dimock residents. 
"We remain committed to safe, compliant operations in the Northeastern Pennsylvania region, but refuse to remain 
silent as the PaDEP wages a public war against us," Cabot President Dan 0. Dinges said in a statement. 
"We have gone above and beyond in our role as a good corporate neighbor, and it is disappointing that the PaDEP has 
chosen to ignore compelling evidence that clearly proves Cabot's operations are safe, while at the same time publicly 
demanding a costly, unnecessary solution for water delivery and threatening suit if we did not comply," Dinges said. 
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US EPA, Environmental Engineer 

Office of Enforcement, Compliance & Environmental Justice 

Tel: 303-3 12-6204 

Beeler.Cindy@epa.gov 

To report an environmental violation: http://www.epa.gov/compliance/complaints/index.html 

To report non-emergency suspicious activity related to oil and natural gas development: eyesondrilling@epa.gov 
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